
                                                                                      

                                  
                                          

 
 

 
For Immediate Release 

 
Will COVID-19 recovery initiatives help the Caribbean to ‘build back better’? 

 
Port of Spain, August 2, 2023 – The Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) has published a 
technical report presenting findings from research assessing the extent to which 412 public sector 
COVID-19 recovery initiatives were designed to contribute to a transition towards more green, 
inclusive and resilient development in the Caribbean. 
 
The severe impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on Caribbean economies, businesses and livelihoods 
compounded existing development challenges and vulnerabilities in the region. Households and poor 
and marginalised groups, particularly women and those in the informal economy, suffered the 
harshest effects. Immediate COVID-19 relief programmes focused on health measures, social 
protection and support for businesses. But there was a need for COVID-19 recovery to address COVID-
19 as part of multiple interlinked crises caused by climate change, biodiversity collapse and socio-
economic-related threats to development. Across the world there were calls for recovery initiatives 
be used as an opportunity to ‘rethink’ or ‘reimagine’ development through stimulus packages 
designed to support ‘building back better’ to address interconnected crises.  
 
But to what extent were Caribbean recovery initiatives actually designed to support transformation 
to more environmentally sustainable, just, fair and resilient Caribbean economic development? 
 
To answer this question, CANARI looked at 412 planned public sector COVID-19 recovery initiatives 
from Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Lucia and Trinidad and Tobago, as well 
as regional initiatives, and mapped whether these were designed to  deliver on four principles: (1) 
transforming economic governance; (2) supporting fairness, inclusion and justice in economic 
development; (3) supporting environmental sustainability while recognising and managing trade-offs; 
and (4) enabling a low-carbon transition and building resilience to address multiple risks.  
 
The mapping found that top public sector priorities included initiatives around enhancing support for 
micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs); development of and/or expanded access to renewable 
energy/energy-efficient technologies; digitisation and technological innovation; and more efficient 
use of resources and waste management. 
 
The mapping also pointed to areas where more emphasis is needed, such as explicitly focusing on 
micro enterprises and building climate resilient infrastructure. Limited attention was also being paid 
to long-term transformation, including shifting to participatory, bottom-up and decentralised 
economic decision-making and national development planning; supporting development and use of 
comprehensive wealth accounting systems (considering the value of nature in economic planning); 
and large-scale management of transboundary ecological systems using ecosystem-based 
approaches. Little consideration was also given to the negative impacts on sustainability and equity of 
planned projects related to mass tourism (e.g., cruise ship tourism), the oil and gas industry, and 
initiatives decreasing funding for environmental conservation. 
 
Since the research focused only on the stated aims of the recovery initiatives and not implementation 
and results, actual development priorities for Caribbean governments will only become clear when we 



                                                                                      

move beyond recommendations and policy statements to development of concrete plans and 
programmes, allocation of finance and other resources, and implementation.   
 
Ultimately, the study suggested that broader stakeholder engagement is necessary to shape medium 
and long-term initiatives and investments that can contribute more meaningfully to transformation of 
the Caribbean’s development trajectory. Through this initial mapping exercise, CANARI aims to 
stimulate deeper assessment and dialogue on development, implementation and evaluation of 
COVID-19 recovery initiatives in the region. We hope that the research will lead to initiatives that will 
help to ‘build back better’, prioritise attention to delivery of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and catalyse the transformation to more environmentally sustainable, inclusive, fair and resilient 
Caribbean economic development. 
 
CANARI’s research was conducted with financial assistance from the European Union 
(DCI/ENV/2020/417-985), the MAVA Foundation and the Open Society Foundations. 
 
Click here to access the analytical framework developed by CANARI for this report: CANARI COVID-
19 Analytical Framework 
 
Click here for online access to the full report: CANARI Technical Report No. 146 Planning for an 
inclusive, environmentally sustainable and climate resilient COVID-19 recovery within the 
Caribbean region: Progress and opportunities 
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About CANARI: The Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) is a regional technical non-profit 
institute which has been working across the Caribbean islands for more than 30 years. Our mission is 
to promote and facilitate stakeholder participation in the stewardship of natural resources in the 
Caribbean. Our work focuses on Biodiversity and Ecosystems, Equity and Justice, Participatory 
Governance and Resilience. For more information, see:  http://www.canari.org/ 
 
Connect with us:  

 
 
 

 
For further information, please contact:  
Nicole Leotaud, Executive Director, CANARI at nicole@canari.org 
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