
                                                              

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Sargassum Action Learning Network launched by CERMES and 

CANARI 
 

Port-of-Spain, February 7, 2022 – Sargassum seaweed influxes have posed a serious challenge to the 

region since 2011, particularly for the Eastern Caribbean islands, where tourism and fishing activities 

have been impeded by a blanket of sargassum along their coastlines. The Regional Sargassum Action 

Learning Network was launched on December 7, 2021, by the University of West Indies – Centre for 

Resource Management and Environmental Studies (UWI-CERMES) and the Caribbean Natural 

Resources Institute (CANARI) to help the region better address this recurring threat.  

 

The Network brings together key 

public and private sector entities, 

civil society organisations, 

academic and research institutes 

and technical agencies for shared 

learning and partnerships to 

improve management of mass 

sargassum influxes in the 

Caribbean. 

 

Although the region has been 

making strides in increasing 

awareness and research on 

sargassum origination, tracking, 

forecasting, use and 

management, there remains a 

significant need to further 

develop and refine national and 

regional interventions for 

reducing impacts and improving the management of influxes.  

 

The Network will provide a forum for knowledge exchange, problem solving and shared learning to 

enhance readiness and capacity in management and adaptation to sargassum influxes in the 

Caribbean region. One aspect of that adaption involves turning this hazard into an asset, as 

explained by UWI-CERMES Lecturer and Co-Chair of the Network, Dr. Janice Cumberbatch. 

 

Sargassum seaweed at River Antoine, Grenada. Credit: CANARI 



“What we want to be able to accomplish through this network is to see how we can increasingly 

reduce the impacts of sargassum and improve our ability to adapt and find a way of making what 

could be a climate-linked eco-hazard into an asset,” Dr Cumberbatch said. 

 

Also participating at the launch were representatives  of the Caribbean Network of Fisherfolk 

Organisations (CNFO). They called for the Network, once established, to become an advocate for 

public and private sector investments, with direct funding for sargassum use and commercialisation, 

so that meaningful progress can be achieved in addressing the impacts of sargassum influxes. 

 

The Regional Sargassum Action Learning Network is being convened under the “Adapting to a new 

reality: managing responses to influxes of sargassum seaweed in the Eastern Caribbean as 

ecosystem hazards and opportunities” (SargAdapt) Project. The project’s goal is to reduce the 

impacts of and improve adaptation to sargassum influxes in the Eastern Caribbean, with emphasis 

on converting a climate-linked ecosystem hazard into an asset that supports opportunities for socio-

economic development in Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Saint Lucia and St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines. The project is led by UWI-CERMES with funding from the Caribbean Biodiversity Fund 

Ecosystem-based Adaptation Facility through the German Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature 

Conservation and Nuclear Safety International Climate Initiative (IKI) and KfW. 

 

For more information on the SargAdapt project, visit: 

https://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/cermes/projects/sargassum/sargadapt.aspx  

 or https://canari.org/sargassum-project/   
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