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As world leaders meet at the 76th United Nations General Assembly this week, and prepare for 
COP26 in November, the Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) joins the Alliance of Small 
Island States (AOSIS) and Caribbean governments and civil society in calling for urgent attention and 
strengthened commitments from countries to set ambitious emissions targets for 2030 and reach 
net zero by 2050 to limit global temperature to 1.5˚C and tackle the climate crisis. 
 
The findings from the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) sixth assessment 
reporti are clear and highlight the need for urgency. Greenhouse gas emissions from human activity 
are driving widespread and unprecedented changes in our climate. An increase of over 1˚C in global 
temperature above 1850-1900 levels has already been observed between 2010-2019. Further, under 
the five emission scenarios ranging from business-as-usual to a future with ambitious emission cuts, 
a dangerous increase of 2˚C or more above 1850-1900 levels is projected by 2100.  
 
According to the report, the critical 1.5˚C goal of the Paris Agreement will be exceeded during the 
21st century unless there are deep reductions in global greenhouse gas emissions in the coming 
decades. 
 
Rising surface temperatures and sea levels, ocean acidification and more intense storms and other 
climate extremes are expected to impact significantly on the Caribbean and other small island 
developing states (SIDS)i that have contributed the least to global emissions. With 70% of the 
Caribbean population living and working in coastal areas, where most of the infrastructure is 
located, climate change poses a critical threat to our communities, economic sectors and natural 
ecosystems. Impacts will be through coastal erosion due to sea level rise, coral bleaching with higher 
sea surface temperatures, water shortages due to rainfall variability, and more intense hurricanes 
and stormsii. If greenhouse gas emissions continue unabated, the cost to Caribbean islands in terms 
of increased hurricane damage, infrastructure damage and loss of tourism revenue is projected to 
reach US$22 billion by 2050 or 10% of the current regional economyiii.   
 
Working closely with civil society organisations and rural communities on stewardship of natural 
ecosystems and development of sustainable and resilient livelihoods across the Caribbean SIDS, 
CANARI is seeing first-hand the impacts of climate change on communities, their livelihoods and the 
resources they depend upon. These impacts are often hardest on the most vulnerable and 
marginalised groups, including subsistence and small-scale farmers and fisherfolk, rural women 
producers, elderly and disabled persons and the income poor. If global temperature exceeds 1.5˚C, 
these impacts will worsen and threaten the very existence of Caribbean communities and their way 
of life.  The havoc wreaked by the Category 5 Hurricanes Irma and Maria in 2017 and Hurricane 
Dorian in 2019, and the severe droughts in 2015 and 2019, provide a glimpse into this stark future 
for the region.  
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All countries, and especially the G20 that account for around 75% of global greenhouse gas 
emissionsiv, must show resolve and step up their actions starting now if we want to keep the 1.5˚C 
goal within reach. Current pledges to reduce greenhouse gas emissions under the Paris Agreement 
and legally binding net zero targets are far from sufficient. These put us on a pathway to 2.4˚C 
warming by 2100 according to a new report by Climate Analytics and World Resources Instituteiv. 
 
Ambitious efforts to rapidly cut emissions during this decade are needed to set us on an achievable 
and robust pathway to net zero. All G20 countries will need to update and align their 2030 Nationally 
Determined Contributions to a 1.5˚C compatible emissions pathway and commit to net zero 
emissions by 2050iv. Other countries must also commit to reduce their emissions, as well as ensuring 
that international aviation and shipping emissions are reducediv.   
 
Additionally, SIDS and other developing countries are investing in climate mitigation and 
adaptation.  However, they will need the financial and technical support to deliver emissions 
reductions rapidly and build their resilience to the unavoidable climate change impacts that are 
already underway. Wealthy developed countries need to fulfil their promise of giving US$100 billion 
annually to support this transition and scale up action under the Paris Agreement. In doing so, it is 
critical to ensure that the mechanisms are in place to ensure that these funds are channelled to the 
local level to meet the needs of the most vulnerable and marginalised groups and build resilient 
livelihoods and ecosystems. This must include enhancing the capacity and actions of civil society 
organisations and local communities on the ground to work alongside government and the private 
sector on the full range of climate action that is needed. 
 
Delaying action is not an option. The science in the IPCC report is clear and underscores the need for 
urgent and increased action to keep the 1.5˚C goal within reach and avoid the most devastating 
impacts of climate change.  
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