Strengthening nature-based enterprises
and livelihoods in support of the Global
Environment Facility-Integrating Water,
Land and Ecosystems Management in
Caribbean Small Island Developing
States (GEF-IWEco)
Project in brief: The Global

Environmental Facility Integrating Water,
Land and Ecosystems
Management in Caribbean Small
Island Developing States (GEF-IWEco )
Project is a five-year multi-focal area
regional project that works to address water,
land and biodiversity resource management
as well as climate change in participating
target countries.
This initiative on strengthening
nature-based enterprises and
livelihoods supports the GEF-IWEco
Project by strengthening and supporting
stewardship and sustainable and climate
resilient livelihoods in the targeted IWEco
participating countries in order to facilitate
healthy and resilient ecosystems.

GEF-IWEco target countries:

Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados,
Cuba, The Dominican Republic,
Grenada, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines
and Trinidad and Tobago

Project Lead:

The specific objectives of the proposed
project are:
•

To support ecosystem stewardship by
community enterprises and other resource users to sustain the ecosystem goods and services that they depend on.

•

To strengthen current and nascent naturebased community enterprises to ensure
sustainable use and enhance socio-economic
benefits to rural communities, particularly to
women.

•

To build resilience of nature-based livelihoods
to the impacts of climate change.

•

To enhance knowledge and foster partnerships
for sustainable nature-based livelihoods.

UN Environment Programme

Technical Assistance Partner:
Caribbean Natural Resources
Institute (CANARI)

Duration: March 2021 – March 2023
Budget: USD $225,000
Project webpage: Click here
For more information contact:
Dr. Natalie Boodram - Natalie@canari.org

Intervention Areas:
The project will strengthen and support stewardship and
sustainable and climate-resilient livelihoods in the targeted IWEco
countries to in turn facilitate healthy and resilient ecosystems. This
will be achieved through four inter-linked intervention areas:
Intervention Area 1- Enhancing ecosystem stewardship to
support sustainable livelihoods of surrounding communities:
Activities will build the capacity of community nature-based
entrepreneurs and resource users in the surrounding communities
to take stewardship actions to protect and manage ecosystems
upon which their livelihoods and well-being depend. Target groups
will be provided with technical support and seed funds (through a
micro-grant mechanism).
Intervention Area 2- Strengthening community enterprises to
ensure sustainable use and enhance socio-economic benefits
to surrounding communities: Small and Micro Enterprises
(SMEs) e.g. honey producers and tour guides who depend on
local natural resources for their operations, will be supported to
deliver triple bottom line (environmental, social and economic)
co-benefits. Support will be provided by CANARI-trained in-country
small business development mentors, who will also provide
business strengthening support (e.g. development of business
plans, marketing, quality control, etc.) A micro-grant mechanism
will be established for the SMEs to implement practical actions to
support strengthening their business and enhancing delivery of
triple bottom line benefits.
Intervention Area 3- Building resilience of livelihoods to
climate change: Activities will help to ‘climate proof’ community
nature-based enterprises drawing on CANARI’s climate proofing
methodology and guidelines using value chain analysis.
Adaptation mentors will be selected and trained to help the
enterprises implement climate proofing actions, working in
collaboration with the business development mentors. A microgrant mechanism will be used to fund SME climate proofing
actions.
Intervention Area 4: Knowledge sharing for sustainable nature
-based livelihoods. Knowledge-sharing and partnership building
mechanisms will be used to document and disseminate innovations and lessons learnt from the project countries.
More information on the GEF-IWEco Project can be accessed here

