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“I believe CSOs provide an important service in 
their country. CSOs can engage the public and 
develop/strengthen a sense of community among 
groups. They can meet the needs of a society that 
Government or other institutions are not able to.  
CSOs can act as advisors to Government and create 
checks and balances on Government actions. 
Having been involved for several years with an 
NGO in Antigua, I have seen firsthand the value it 
brings to the country.” – Sophia Punnett-Steele, 
Antigua and Barbuda 
 
In 2018, Sophia Punnett-Steele became a PISCES 
mentor to the Environmental Awareness Group 
(EAG). 
 
As a mentor, Sophia supported EAG to strengthen 
their organisation through a tailored programme 
of training, mentoring, coaching, action learning 
and facilitating peer exchanges. Ultimately, this 
will support and enhance their contribution to 
conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity 
and development of sustainable and resilient 
livelihoods in the Caribbean. 
 
Sophia is a consultant and Eastern Caribbean 
Projects Coordinator at Fauna & Flora 
International. In this role, she is responsible for 
managing conservation projects implemented in 
two Caribbean islands and also for providing 
technical, administrative and field support to 
coordinators of conservation programmes in 
additional Eastern Caribbean countries. 
 
Prior to this, Sophia worked with EAG, where her 
most recent role was Research coordinator for the 
Antigua Sea Turtle Project. Sophia was responsible 
for developing and populating database for turtle 
monitoring data and assisting in improving turtle 
monitoring techniques. 

 
 
 
 
 

Left to right) PISCES Mentors, Arica Hill and Sophia Punnett-Steele from 
Antigua and Barbuda. PHOTO CREDIT: CANARI 

The PISCES project is funded by the European Union (ENV/2016/380-530) Civil society and small and micro enterprise 
innovation for marine and coastal conservation in the Caribbean.  It is being implemented by the Caribbean Natural 
Resources Institute (CANARI) in partnership with the Caribbean Coastal Area Management Foundation (C-CAM), the 
Caribbean Network of Fisherfolk Organisations (CNFO), the Environmental Awareness Group (EAG), and the 
Fondation pour la Protection de la Biodiversité Marine (FoProBiM), the Saint Lucia National Trust (SLNT) and 
Sustainable Grenadines Inc (SusGren). 
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