
 

 

 

Background 
 
Using a participatory and ‘learning by doing’ approach, the 

Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) and the 

Caribbean Network of Fisherfolk Organisations (CNFO) will 

mobilise and engage fisherfolk in the British Virgin Islands (BVI), 

especially fisherfolk organisations and leaders across the four 

main islands and the other 12 inhabited islands. This approach 

will be used to gain a better understanding of fisherfolk 

capacities, needs and interests to inform knowledge 

mobilisation, and capacity and network building.  As part of the 

process, CANARI and the CNFO will also engage the Government 

of the Virgin Islands and other key stakeholders involved in 

fisheries and coastal and marine resource management such as  

the National Parks Trust; and those that support and work with 

fisherfolk. 

 

Objective 
Component 1 of the project seeks to strengthen the capacity of BVI fisherfolk and support the development of a 

formalised network of fisherfolk to enable a collective voice and greater participation in decision-making.  Capacity 

building activities will include training, fisherfolk learning exchanges and the provision of small grants to fisherfolk to 

support promotion of best practice and innovation in sustainable fisheries. The network will facilitate improved and 

more broad-based participation of fisherfolk in decision-making within the fisheries sector.     

Component 1 outputs and activities 

 

Output Activities 

Report on the 
assessment of 
fisherfolk capacity 
and networks in BVI 

A report will be generated using data and analyses from a desk review and scoping of 
fisherfolk networks in the BVI, and a capacity needs assessment to inform development of 
a formalised network of fisherfolk across BVI as well as strategies for organisational 
strengthening and networking during and beyond the project.  Additional outputs include 
an updated fishery profile for the BVI.   

Support provided for 
creation of a 
formalised network of 
fisherfolk in BVI using 
the CNFO model 

Fisherfolk leaders and local fisherfolk organisations and networks will be mobilised to 
support development of a formalised network of fisherfolk across BVI to enable collective 
voice and improve representation in decision-making within the fisheries sector. Based on 
the capacity needs assessment and CNFO model, a communications and mobilisation plan 
will be developed and implemented. 

Capacity of BVI 
fisherfolk built in 
sustainable 
ecosystem-based 
fisheries management 

Tailored strategies for capacity building of fisherfolk and local fisherfolk organisations and 
informal networks will be identified based on the assessment report. These strategies will 
include, but are not limited to, delivery of fisherfolk training workshops; fisherfolk learning 
exchanges; and implementation of fisheries pilot projects. 

 

For more information 

For more information on Component 1 contact Augustine Dominique  868 638 6062| augustine@canari.org 

 

 

COMPONENT 1 IN BRIEF 

Objective: To strengthen the capacity of 

fisherfolk in the British Virgin Islands (BVI) and 

support the development of a formalised 

network of fisherfolk to enable a collective voice 

and greater participation in decision-making.   

Lead: Caribbean Natural Resources Institute 

(CANARI) and the Caribbean Network of 

Fisherfolk Organisations (CNFO) 

Budget: £105,765 

Duration: July 2020 -March 2023 

 

Capacity Building in Fisheries Evidence, Networks and Management 

in the British Virgin Islands 

Component 1: Strengthening fisherfolk capacity and governance 
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