
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For Immediate Release  
 

CANARI to launch innovative business model for ecotourism in the Nariva Swamp, Trinidad  
 

Port of Spain, Trinidad, November 4, 2020 – The Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) is 
working with the Inter-American Development Bank Innovation Laboratory (IDB Lab) to finalise and 
launch an initiative on “Creating a community-driven, sustainable cluster and brand to transform 
ecotourism in Nariva Swamp, Trinidad and Tobago.” 
 
This CANARI-led initiative is one of eight successful concepts selected from 214 applications from 15 
Central American and Caribbean countries for the Beyond Tourism Challenge organised by the IDB 
Lab and United Nations World Tourism Organization.  The challenge was geared towards innovative 
sustainable approaches to tourism as part of pandemic recovery efforts, emphasising innovative and 
disruptive technologies.   
 
Nariva Swamp is the largest wetland in Trinidad and Tobago and a designated wetland of 
international importance under the Ramsar Convention. Previous studies have highlighted the high 
ecotourism potential for the Nariva Swamp and associated benefits for economic development and 
poverty reduction in the area. However, only limited ecotourism activities presently exist in the 
wetland by a few informal, small and microenterprises (SMEs) such as boat tour operators, food and 
beverage vendors, fishermen, farmers and craft vendors.  
 
Branded as “Experience Nariva” this CANARI initiative will work with local communities to create a 
new community driven and managed ecotourism experience for the Nariva Swamp.  Local 
community SMEs will be strengthened through small business support via training, mentoring, 
coaching and financing via a small grant facility. Community members will be trained to use 
Participatory Geographic Information Systems (PGIS) and citizen science tools to help them lead on 
decision-making on ecotourism and sustainable use of Nariva Swamp.  
 
CANARI has been promoting the importance of supporting nature-based enterprises in rural 
communities as a key component in Caribbean COVID-19 recovery strategies to provide economic 
opportunities to the poor and vulnerable, protect and restore nature, and address climate change.  
This project is a concrete initiative that can make this happen. 
 
The initiative will build on recent work in the Nariva Swamp under the project on Improving Forest 
and Protected Area Management in Trinidad and Tobago implemented by United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) for the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. CANARI contributed to 
this project, serving as a member of the Nariva Swamp stakeholder management committee. 
CANARI also provided technical expertise for the development of the draft protected area 
management plan which recommends the coordinated development of the ecotourism sector to 
drive sustainable economic development. In addition to the local communities, CANARI will be 
working closely with the Environmental Management Authority, the Forestry Division, civil society 
organisations and others who are collaborating on conservation and sustainable livelihoods in this 
unique and valuable wetland. 
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https://bidlab.org/en
https://convocatorias.iadb.org/en/beyondtourism
https://www.ramsar.org/
https://www.protectedareastt.org.tt/index.php/ifpam-project
https://www.protectedareastt.org.tt/index.php/ifpam-project


 

 

 
About CANARI: The Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) is a regional technical non-profit 
organisation which has been working in the islands of the Caribbean for over 30 years. Our mission 
is to promote and facilitate stakeholder participation and stewardship of natural resources in the 
Caribbean.  Our work focuses on Biodiversity and Ecosystems, Equity, Participatory Governance and 
Resilience.  See here for more information on CANARI: http://www.canari.org/.  
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For further information, please contact:  
Dr. Natalie Boodram, Senior Technical Officer and Project Manager at CANARI at Natalie@canari.org 
or +868 638 6062 
 
 

http://www.canari.org/ge4u
mailto:Natalie@canari.org
https://canari.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CANARICARIBBEAN
https://twitter.com/CANARICaribbean
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