
 

 
 

For Immediate Release 
 

CANARI calls on Trinidad and Tobago citizens to share stories for online, environmental justice 
campaign #IfwehadEscazú 

#IfwehadEscazú will highlight Caribbean citizens' stories in support of groundbreaking, environmental agreement 
 

Port of Spain, November 18, 2020 – The Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) yesterday launched a 
call for the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago to participate in a new online, environmental campaign called 
#IfWehadEscazú. This campaign is designed to publicly make the correlation between citizens' personal and 
community experiences with environmental management and decision-making and the anticipated benefits of 
the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in 
Latin America and the Caribbean (widely known as the Escazú Agreement because it was signed in Escazú, Costa 
Rica). The campaign, which runs from November 12th-30th, 2020, is being. is encouraging Caribbean citizens to 
share stories of their real and relatable environmental management and decision-making experiences, thereby  
highlighting why the Escazú Agreement matters. 
 
The #IfwehadEscazú campaign was developed and is being spearheaded by CANARI in collaboration with other 
environmental civil society organisations (CSOs) based in countries across the Caribbean. From its home base in 
Trinidad and Tobago, CANARI has been collaborating with The Cropper Foundation, EquiGov Institute, 
Environment TOBAGO, and other CSOs to raise awareness and mobilise civil society and citizens to call on the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago to join this important regional treaty. 
 
"Through this campaign, we aim to help citizens recognise the value of their contributions and local knowledge 
to environmental management and decision-making throughout Trinidad and Tobago. We hope that they will 
also gain an understanding of and appreciation for how the impending Escazú Agreement will further empower 
them to be more active in representing their own interests in environmental matters," said Nicole Leotaud, 
Executive Director of CANARI. 
 
Under the campaign, Caribbean citizens will tell their stories visually, in the form of photos, photo collages and 
short videos with brief explanations. Specifically, people are being asked to submit stories that showcase 
practical examples of how they think the Escazú Agreement can contribute to a better Caribbean, including by 
protecting biodiversity; addressing environmental management issues and degradation; and/or protecting 
nature-based livelihoods. CANARI has a special interest in stories highlighting the importance of the Escazú 
Agreement for coastal and marine ecosystems conservation and sustainable livelihoods. This will contribute to 
the regional PISCES project funded by the European Union (ENV/2016/380-530), under which this campaign is 
being conducted. 
 
The Escazú Agreement supports public access to timely information about issues affecting the environment, 
public participation in environmental decision-making, guaranteed protections for environmental defenders, 
and access to justice in environmental matters. These provisions are what makes this Agreement, as the first 
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environmental treaty developed in the region, especially beneficial to all Trinidad and Tobago citizens and even 
more so, to those dependent on marine and coastal ecosystems. It will support more inclusive and participatory 
environmental management and decision-making on common issues such as unplanned or ill-considered 
development affecting local communities, degradation of natural resources, reduction in air and water quality 
due to commercial and industrial bad practices, untenable flooding, improper waste collection and disposal, etc. 
 
 
About CANARI: The Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) is a regional technical non-profit institute 
which has been working across the islands of the Caribbean for 30 years. Our mission is to promote and facilitate 
stakeholder participation in the stewardship of natural resources in the Caribbean. Our work focuses on Equity, 
Ecosystems and Biodiversity, Resilience, and Participatory Governance. See here for more information on 
CANARI: http://www.canari.org/. 
 
Connect with us:  

 
 
 

For further information, please contact: Nicole Leotaud nicole@canari.org 
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