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Building Community Resilience 
in the OECS 



Cyclical 
Retardation

Year Event Countries Affected Impact on GDP

1980 Hurricane Allen Saint Lucia 40%

1994 Tropical Storm Debbie Saint Lucia 51%

2004 Hurricane Ivan Grenada 200%

2010 Hurricane Tomas Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines 4.6%

2013 Christmas Eve Trough
Commonwealth of Dominica, Saint Lucia & St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines
10%

2015 Tropical Storm Erika Commonwealth of Dominica 90%

2017 Hurricane Irma
Antigua and Barbuda, Anguilla, British Virgin 

Islands
57%

2017 Hurricane Maria Commonwealth of Dominica 226%

“Climate could be one of the causes why some countries are trapped in poverty, 
and Climate Change may make it harder to escape poverty” – IPCC AR 5



➢ The economic development and social 
welfare of small island developing states 
are more severely impacted by natural 
disasters compared to larger nations.

➢ Disaster risks posed by natural and 
technological hazards, if not effectively 
addressed, could result in disasters of such 
magnitude as to reverse the development 
process of OECS Member States.

DISASTER RISK IN THE OECS



Hurricane 
Thomas 2010





• Ownership
• Capacity building
• Sustainability
• Livelihoods
• Cost effective
• Local and Indigenous 

knowledge 
• Nature-based (EbA)

Community Based Approach



INTERVENTIONS

Projects Funded by New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade 

CARRIBEAN CATASTROPHE RISK INSURANCE FACILITY



Gutter Village, Hurricane Shelter, 
Commonwealth of Dominica

Fuel Station – St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines

Small Grants Proposal Writing Workshop 
– St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Intense discussion on 
vulnerability reduction

Tree Planting (River Bank 

stabilization)-Malgretoute, Saint Lucia



PREPARING THE NEXT 
GENERATION


