
Climate change and related disasters pose a critical challenge for

Caribbean small island developing states, and there is urgent need to

build the resilience of high risk communities and their livelihoods. 

 

Civil society organisations (CSOs) are well positioned to lead "bottom

up" approaches that achieve impact on the ground in collaboration

with high risk communities, including vulnerable local resource users

like farmers, fisherfolk and community enterprises based on natural

resources. However, many CSO-led projects are currently small-scale,

short-term and disconnected from public and private sector responses.

Regional, national and local CSOs also have very limited access to and

engagement in climate finance mechanisms to design and implement

climate change projects, including new mechanisms such as the Green

Climate Fund (GCF). 

 

Enhancing CSO leadership and capacity to access climate finance and

deliver climate change adaptation and mitigation projects at national

and regional levels is critical.

 

Enhancing Caribbean Civil Society's Access
and Readiness for Climate Finance

Target Countries: 
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Job Creation, Jamaica
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Funder: Green Climate Fund 
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Project Goal: To enhance civil society's capacity, including knowledge, skills and organisational

structures, and the enabling external institutions to improve access to climate financing and delivery of

climate change adaptation and mitigation in the Caribbean. 
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Enhanced CSO engagement mechanisms in climate change decision-making:

An assessment of national and regional mechanisms for CSO engagement will be

undertaken. Based on the assessment, CSO engagement guidelines will be

developed for Caribbean national designated authorities and for accredited entities,

and regional virtual training workshops held on applying guidelines to enhance

country and entity programming. Targeted activities will focus on strengthening CSO

engagement in national coordination mechanisms, including for monitoring and

implementation of Nationally Determined Contributions and National Adaptation

Plans, in seven countries. A CSO engagement strategy will also be developed for the

Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre to enhance its work regionally.

Scaled up innovative climate change solutions by CSOs and local communities:

CSO-led climate change adaptation and mitigation initiatives across the Caribbean

will be mapped, and best practices and innovations documented and shared to

support replication and scale up, including via a new, online knowledge platform on

Building Community Resilience. A regional training of trainers workshop will be

facilitated for leading national CSOs to support implementation of best practices

and innovations, and Climate Solutions community expos hosted to foster greater

climate awareness and action among vulnerable communities, across CARICOM

countries.

Built CSOs’ capacity to access and deliver climate finance: A scoping study to

assess current levels of access to and delivery of climate finance by Caribbean CSOs

will be undertaken. A regional dialogue will be convened for CSOs, national

designated authorities, accredited entities and other key partners to identify

potential roles and priorities for improving CSOs’ access to GCF. Tailored capacity

building will be provided for leading national CSOs/CSO coalitions and regional

CSOs to enhance delivery of GCF and other climate change projects/programmes,

and at least one CSO nominated for GCF accreditation.

Strengthened GCF project pipeline and integration of CSO interventions: A

regional Civil Society Climate Agenda and Action Plan for 2020-2030 will be

developed, aligned with the GCF country and entity programmes. At least two GCF

concept notes will be developed based on the Plan. A regional Climate Finance in

Action Network will also be established and meet virtually every 4-6 months to

support knowledge exchange and partnerships among CSOs, NDAs, accredited

entities and the private sector to enhance the quality of GCF funding proposals and

integration of CSO interventions.

Key Outcomes and activities

For more information, contact the CANARI Project Manager:

Dr. Ainka Granderson at ainka@canari.org

www.canari.org/csos-ready-for-climate-finance


