
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Immediate release 

 

OECS to establish Green-Blue Economy Strategy and Action Plan with CANARI 
 
Port of Spain, July 25, 2019 – The OECS Green-Blue Economy Strategy and Action Plan – the first of 
its kind in the Caribbean and globally to combine green and blue economy strategies for sustainable 
development – will be developed under a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed in June 
2019 between the Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) and the Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS) Commission.  
 
CANARI will work with the OECS to develop and implement the Strategy and Action Plan, which will 
keep the OECS at the forefront of global dialogues on sustainable development in a small island 
context. 
 
A green economy is one which minimises ecosystem degradation, and is low carbon, resource 
efficient and socially equitable.  Within this, a blue economy focuses specifically on coastal and 
marine resources.  In an OECS green-blue economy, growth in employment and income levels is 
driven by investment into economic activities, assets and natural infrastructure which conserve 
biodiversity and ecosystem services that are critical to OECS countries and territories.  
 
Dr Didacus Jules, Director General of the OECS Commission, noted that “With limited financial, 
environmental and human resources and with the devastating impacts of climate change already 
being felt in the Eastern Caribbean, now more than ever the OECS needs to focus on future solutions 
that enable economic growth while preserving invaluable biodiversity and improving the region’s 
resilience to natural disasters and climate change.”  
 
Development of the OECS Green-Blue Economy Strategy and Action Plan was mandated by the 
OECS Council of Ministers for Environmental Sustainability to build on the 2018 diagnostic study by 
CANARI entitled Exploring opportunities for transformation to inclusive, sustainable and resilient 
economies in the Eastern Caribbean, which was supported by a grant from the European Union.  
Developing a clear programme of policies for greening priority economic sectors and creating 
enabling regulatory, fiscal and financing policies and programmes which support micro, small and 
medium enterprises were among the recommendations emerging from the study.   
 
The study’s findings were highlighted in a CANARI policy brief and the Eastern Caribbean Green 
Economy Barometer 2018 published by the Green Economy Coalition, the world’s largest movement 
for green and fair economies, for which CANARI serves as the Caribbean hub.  CANARI’s current work 
with OECS and others in the Caribbean is being supported by the European Union (DCI-
ENV/2016/372-847).   
 
Key government agencies and other stakeholders in OECS countries and territories will be engaged 
by CANARI to develop strategies and actions to capitalise on green and blue economy opportunities 
in the OECS that are equitable, conserve ecosystems, build resilience and improve the lives and 
livelihoods of Eastern Caribbean people. 
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The OECS Green-Blue Economy Strategy and Action Plan will be presented to the OECS Economic 
Affairs Council and the Council of Ministers for Environmental Sustainability in early 2020.  This will 
improve the ability of the OECS to access global funding for climate change resilience and direct 
foreign and local investment towards inclusive and sustainable economic activities.  
 
The MOU runs from 2019 to 2022 and will support other ongoing work by CANARI with the OECS, 
including the development of a Biodiversity and Ecosystems Management Framework and Action 
Plan, a Civil Stakeholder Engagement Strategy and a Caribbean Strategy for Climate Resilience in 
the Forest Sector and Associated Livelihoods.  These strategies will be enabled through joint 
fundraising and project development to support implementation. 
 

### 
 
For more information see publications: 
 
CANARI Policy Brief 25: Transitioning to inclusive, resilient and sustainable economies in the Eastern 
Caribbean (https://canari.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/CANARI-Policy-Brief-25-OECS.pdf) 
 
Eastern Caribbean Green Economy Barometer 2018 (https://canari.org/eastern-caribbean-green-
economy-barometer-2018/) 
 
CANARI Technical Report 404: Exploring opportunities for inclusive, resilient and sustainable 
economies in the Eastern Caribbean (https://canari.org/oecs-inclusive-green-resilient-economies/)  
 
 
About the OECS Commission: The Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) is an 

international organisation dedicated to economic harmonisation and integration, protection of 

human and legal rights, and the encouragement of good governance among independent and non-

independent countries in the Eastern Caribbean comprising Antigua and Barbuda, Commonwealth of 

Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines, British Virgin Islands, Anguilla, Martinique and Guadeloupe. 

 
About CANARI: The Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) is a regional technical non-profit 
organisation which has been working in the islands of the Caribbean for 30 years. Our mission is to 
promote equitable participation and effective collaboration in managing natural resources critical to 
development.  See here for more information on CANARI: http://www.canari.org/ and on its 
facilitation of the Caribbean dialogue on the Green Economy since 2010. 
 

Connect with CANARI: 

 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact communications@canari.org or call: +868-638-6062 
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