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Issues 

Most funding for biodiversity conservation in the Caribbean comes from multilateral and bilateral 
overseas development assistance funds (ODA)  
Important multilateral sources of funding to the Caribbean biodiversity arena include the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) and various European Union (EU) facilities. These funding sources are directed 
to both national and regional projects. For example the GEF is funding the IYANOLA - Natural Resource 
Management of the North-East Coast of Saint Lucia project in the amount of USD$2,331,818 (Global 
Environment Facility n.d.). This project seeks to improve the effective management and sustainable use 
of the natural resource base of the NE Coast.  GEF Funding is allocated directly to countries though 
mechanisms like the System for Transparent Allocation of Resources (STAR) fund, which countries can 
then choose to use on individual national projects or as part of larger regional projects. For example Cuba 
and Jamaica have allocated their GEF Biodiversity STAR allocations to the regional GEF- Integrating Water, 
Land and Ecosystem Management in Caribbean Small Island Developing States project (GEF-IWEco) in the 
amounts of USD$2,169,685  and USD$3,114,685 respectively (UNEP n.d.).   

The EU is funding the regional project on “Capacity-Building Related to Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements in African, Caribbean and Pacific Countries (the ACP-MEAs project)”. Among other things, this 
has funded the regional preparatory meetings for the Convention on Biodiversity Conference of Parties 
as well as a Biodiversity Outlook publication which is currently being finalized.  Multilateral funding is also 
evident in ongoing regional biodiversity programmes, for example, work carried out under the Protocol 
Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW Protocol) of the Cartagena Convention.  Among 
other aspects, the Protocol provides small scale funding for protected areas management in the region.  

The German Government is currently providing significant biodiversity funding to the region. For example, 
the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety 
(BMUB) has funded the Eastern Caribbean Marine Managed Areas Network (ECMMAN) Project. This 
USD$4,500,000 project helped declare new new marine management areas and strengthened existing 
areas in six Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) countries (The German Federal Ministry for 
the Environment, Nature Conservation 2013).  

Several Caribbean countries have, or are developing, national environment/conservation trust funds, 
financed by local sources, but often supplemented by ODA   
Antigua and Barbuda has recently established the Sustainable Island Resource Framework Fund. This fund 
is derived in part from national oil recycling and sewage services but also incorporates funds from sources 
like the World Bank, GEF and Caribbean Biodiversity Fund. While the Antigua and Barbuda Sustainable 
Island Resource Framework is not designated specifically for biodiversity projects, 15% of the funds are 
earmarked for the National Marine Ecosystems Protected Areas Trust. Other countries, like Saint Lucia 



and Grenada, are in the process of finalizing their National Environmental Management Acts, which have 
provisions for the development of similar trust funds (see Table 1).  Countries also have general 
environmental levies, such as the Jamaica Environmental Levy which is derived from a 0.5% cost of 
insurance and freight value on imported products. This, however, is a general environmental fund and is 
not utilized only for biodiversity purposes.  

Table 1: Caribbean Biodiversity/Environmental Trust Funds 

Country Fund Comments 

Antigua and 
Barbuda 

Marine Ecosystems Protected 
Areas (MEPA) Trust Fund 

In the process of being established. 

 Sustainable Island Resource 
Framework Fund. 

15% of the funds are earmarked for the National 
Marine Ecosystems Protected Areas Trust. 

The Bahamas Bahamas Protected Areas Fund 
(BPAF) 

In the process of being established. 

Dominican Republic National Fund for the 
Environment and Natural 
Resources of the Dominican 
Republic (Fondo MARENA)  

Operational since 2010 

Grenada Grenada Sustainable 
Development Trust Fund (GSDTF) 

In the process of being established. 

Haiti Haiti Biodiversity Fund In the process of being established. 
Jamaica Forest Conservation Fund Capitalized in 2004 through a debt for nature swap; 

administered by the Environmental Foundation of 
Jamaica 

National Conservation Trust Fund 
of Jamaica (NCTFJ) 

Established in 2016; not yet operational 

Saint Lucia Saint Lucia National Conservation 
Fund (SLUNCF). 

In the process of being established. 

 

There are some initiatives with a direct focus on biodiversity conservation  
Some national and regional initiatives focus only on biodiversity. These include the Caribbean Challenge 
which attempts to conserve and manage 20% of the Caribbean Marine and Coastal Environment. The 
Caribbean Challenge is facilitated through the Caribbean Biodiversity Fund in turn financed through the 
German Development Bank KfW and the Nature Conservancy, among others.  Others like the German 
Government funded Integrated Climate Change Adaptation Strategies (ICCAS) programme in Grenada 
funds biodiversity conservation as one only component of wider climate adaptation strategies.  

Climate change is becoming an increasingly important thematic area for biodiversity conservation  
Much of the region’s biodiversity funding is increasingly channeled through climate change projects. For 
example, the German BMUB has earmarked USD$28,000,000 for the Caribbean Ecosystem-based 
Adaptation Facility to be implemented in partnership between the German Development Bank (KfW) and 
the Caribbean Biodiversity Fund (CBF). This fund targets “climate change adaptation measures that 
incorporate biodiversity conservation and ecosystems management as part of adaptation strategies and 
actions to help people and economies adapt to adverse impacts of climate change.”  However, the region 
still has to fully maximize the use of key international climate funds such as the Green Climate Fund. Also, 
mitigation funding remains a largely untapped resource as CEPF countries are focusing more on renewable 
energy mitigation aspects rather than carbon sequestration projects. The latter can be facilitated through 
mechanisms like the Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD +) 
programme. More and more, climate change is becoming an important thematic area for biodiversity 



conservation. There also seems to be a current regional focus on coastal and marine biodiversity, with 
less funding targeting forest ecosystems. 

Limited private sector sources of funding for biodiversity 
There are some examples of private sector funding for biodiversity in the region. The Sandals 
Foundation, for example, provides some environmental, including biodiversity funding. There has been a 
recent attempt at public/private sector partnerships through, for example, Blue finance, which is 
working with government and other stakeholders to develop a series of marine protected area 
investments in selected Eastern Caribbean countries. 

Limited funding for civil society  
Funding for civil society managed biodiversity projects is limited, hence the continued need for the CEPF. 
One available funding stream though, is the GEF-Small Grants Programme implemented by the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and executed by the United Nations Office for Project Services 
(UNOPS). Over the period 2010-2017, this programme has funded 18 civil society managed biodiversity 
projects in the Caribbean. Funding has included planning grants (up to USD$5,000), project grants (up to 
USD$50,000) and in special cases strategic grants up to USD$150,000.  

A number of public sector-led biodiversity initiatives do include civil society components. The UNDP/GEF 
Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem Project for example, facilities Ecosystem-Based Management (EBM) 
for the sustainable and climate-resilient provision of goods and services from shared living marine 
resources.  This project includes a CANARI executed Civil Society Action component (C-SAP) to strengthen 
the role, participation of and ownership by civil society.  The C-SAP will help develop a Small Grants 
Coordinating Mechanism to help mobilise resources for civil society initiatives.  Similarly, the GEF- 
IYANOLA project has a budget line of around USD$300,000 that speaks to “enhanced capacity for the 
production of biodiversity friendly goods and services in inland forest and coastal communities”.  

Information gaps/needs 

1. What are the most important funding sources for biodiversity conservation in your country?  
a. Please indicate if multilateral, bilateral, government or private sector. Please list specific 

agencies, donor countries or philanthropic organisations as appropriate 
b. What is the most important funding source for civil society involvement in biodiversity 

initiatives? 
 

2. What biodiversity thematic areas receive the most funding (e.g., protected areas, forest 
conservation, marine conservation, fisheries) and where are the gaps in funding? 
 

3. Are there any funding sources for biodiversity conservation and natural resource management 
are available to a) the country and b) civil society that are not utilized fully?  If yes, what are the 
barriers to accessing these funds? 

 
4. What national sustainable financing mechanisms exist or are being developed in your country? 

5. What are the impacts of non-conservation sectoral funding (e.g., infrastructure, health) on 
conservation/biodiversity efforts? Please give examples where available.  
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