
The Caribbean Green Economy Knowledge Platform: Concept  

1 

#GE4U: Transformation towards an inclusive green 
economy in the Caribbean 
The Caribbean Green Economy Knowledge Platform 

 
Background 
 
Since 2010, the Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) has been engaging Caribbean stakeholders in 
dialogues to explore green economy in our unique Caribbean context and the pathways for transforming our current 
economic development models. In keeping with this programme of work, CANARI is managing a project entitled 
#GE4U: Transformation Towards an Inclusive Green Economy in the Caribbean1, which is the Caribbean component 
of the global European Commission-funded project, Creating enabling policy conditions for the transformation 
towards an inclusive green economy.  One of the key activities under the #GE4U project is the creation of an online 
Caribbean Green Economy Knowledge Platform which will break down the concepts and principles of green 

economy by highlighting practical experiences, 
ideas and voices from the Caribbean.  It will be a 
resource and tool for Caribbean people to 
develop, advocate for and implement 
recommendations on changes to policies, 
legislation and practice to support a 
transformation of Caribbean economic 
development models.  This will allow CANARI to 
efficiently and effectively communicate its existing 
collection of information, tools and resources 
related to green economy in the Caribbean 
context, and to feature additional knowledge and 
experiences contributed by stakeholders across 
the Caribbean.  

 
Goals and objectives 
 
The overarching goal of Caribbean Green Economy Knowledge Platform is to support the building of Caribbean 
knowledge and networks for green economy transformations and the inclusive development and implementation 
of green economy policies both nationally and regionally. The result will be establishment of a fully functional, 
results-oriented and interactive web-based knowledge exchange and management platform, with integrated social 
media tools. The Knowledge Platform will support all communication activities under the #GE4U project and will 
utilise captivating, thought-provoking, yet user-friendly content to achieve the following specific objectives: 

 to highlight stakeholders working on green economy issues in the Caribbean;  

 to showcase green enterprises from across the Caribbean on one platform, thereby facilitating access to 
new markets, investments and partnerships for funders and entrepreneurs; 

 to function as a collective repository for relevant case studies, research, analytical work, principles and tools 
on Caribbean green economy from CANARI and external contributors; 

 to facilitate e-learning and knowledge sharing on relevant green economy concepts, experiences, lessons 
learned and innovations, including through hosting webinars and virtual meetings; 

 to function as gateway to relevant on-line resources, including regional and international knowledge 
portals; and 

 to provide full transparency on CANARI’s work on green economy and visibility of relevant projects. 
 
 

                                                            
1 http://www.canari.org/ge4u 

Summary 
 
Result: A website for knowledge management and 
communication on the Caribbean green economy 
 
Lead: Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI) 
 
Partners: Contributors and users from civil society, 
private sector and government agencies working on 
and interested in policies and practices relevant to 
green economy in the Caribbean 
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Partners and beneficiaries 
 
The Caribbean Green Economy Knowledge Platform is intended to foster networking and dialogue among civil 
society organisations, private sector (and particularly small businesses), research and academic institutes, 
governmental and inter-governmental agencies, donors and support agencies in the Caribbean. CANARI will draw 
upon its own current and past work on green economy, and will also issue an open call for stakeholders to partner 
through contributing case studies from their work throughout the Caribbean. It is expected that contributors to and 
users of the Knowledge Platform operating at the local, national and regional levels in the Caribbean will be the 
primary beneficiaries. In particular, members of the Caribbean Green Economy Action Learning Group (GE ALG) and 
the Trinidad and Tobago Small and Micro Enterprise Action Learning Group (TT SME ALG) being facilitated under the 
#GE4U project will be invited to submit information and catalyse and broker submissions by others in their networks.  
They will also be primary users of the Knowledge Platform. Additional beneficiaries will include members of the 
global Green Economy Coalition (which is partnering with CANARI on the #GE4U project) as well as policy makers 
and practitioners operating at the international level. 
 
Key components 
 
The Caribbean Green Economy Knowledge Platform will be structured to showcase knowledge on various aspects of 
green economy in the Caribbean (e.g. SMEs, renewable energy, ‘triple bottom line’ investing, inclusive economic 
governance, and economics for nature). It will have two major sections, a public interface (accessible to all users), 
and a secured interface (access restricted only to CANARI and stakeholders collaborating on the #GE4U project). The 
platform will be developed over time and will utilise a variety of online tools to satisfy the following specific needs:  

 Quality indexing for publications, presentations or other multimedia tools or resources. 

 A comparative tool for policies and case studies. 

 A site map, as well as an intuitive search engine utilising predictive functionality so that users can their 
desired end point as quickly as possible. 

 Advanced queries with filters by organisation, theme, sector or country. 

 An interactive glossary of key terms. 

 A blog / forum dedicated to sharing and developing relevant knowledge and ideas. 

 A diagnostic tool for small and micro enterprises to visualise the extent to which they provide economic, 
social and environmental benefits, as well as opportunities for improvement in these areas. 

 A survey webpage, including a questionnaire to invite feedback on the Knowledge Platform itself. 

 A mechanism for creating and editing user accounts, with access to additional benefits for active members 
and contributors.  

 Seamless social media integration, with social media buttons on each webpage to enable visitors to follow, 
share or like the Knowledge Platform, and with options to sign in using popular social networking sites.  

 A responsive website design with adjustable and scalable layouts and images for handheld devices. 

 Hosting for online e-discussions, webinar series and video learning events. 

 A “submissions” portal for receiving and reviewing partner contributions. 

 An interactive map highlighting relevant green economy initiatives across the Caribbean. 

 A “membership directory” to support networking.  

 Latest news and events from CANARI and partners. 

 Direct links to other related online knowledge platforms across the globe.  

 Help desk to facilitate user support. 

CANARI is implementing the Caribbean Hub Dialogue #GE4U project as part of the global project Creating 
enabling policy conditions for the transformation towards an inclusive green economy being funded by the European 
Commission and managed by the International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) on behalf of the Green 
Economy Coalition (GEC).   This document has been produced with the financial assistance of the European (DCI-
ENV/2016/372-847).  The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of CANARI and can under no 
circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the European Union.  


